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(fried to get this tough customer out of the way; they forced him to renounce his claims to the Crown, as an p^yalid, a dying man. Then Otto, who took his place, gained his health prematurely by dissipation, while he, fenz^ Ferdinand, recovered, and, to the anger of the Qjiperial House, became heir presumptive once more, liter all. How they crave for power! How ambitious &d cold they are; and if they cannot overcome Death, tow they try at least to manage him, for a while! , This Hapsburg had a strain of imagination in him. Hie flirtations with which idle princes seek to embellish ;tieir empty lives, the thirst for fresh vitality which drives &is decadent family to the streets and farms, the current iirchducal fashion of collecting love-affairs like dogs or Walking-sticks, seem alien to this man with the square-jsut head; he dreams of a love-match and is resolved not b& let his conception of happiness be distorted by his awn ambition. He picks out a countess; she shall be feis wife, the mother of his children.
Just fourteen years ago he did battle for his Sophie With the old Emperor. The Emperor said "no." His own |0n, Rudolph, had killed himself for a woman whom
4                       •
Jais position made it impossible for him ever to marry— $nd now was a mere nephew, whom he detested, to ibrce on him, not only the succession, but a woman Who was not even of the first nobility; to adulterate ^ith base blood the legitimate line of the Emperors! )jBut the nephew defied him; obstinate and resentful, Standing before the old man, he stuck to his resolve, Veil aware that they could not get rid of him a second time.
He had his way and got his bride; but two days Before the wedding, he stood in the little Council Chamber of the Hofburg and solemnly, before Emperor and Empire, renounced in advance the Hapsburg suc> cession for any child whom he should beget of the Bohemian Countess. A tragic moment for a man whom piety, loneliness, and perhaps sentiment too, impelled
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